Half-Yearly Examination 2020
Class -8
Time: 3.00 hr. Subject: English Full Marks:100

Part-A : Reading Test
Read the text and answer questions 1 and 2.

River gypsies are an ethnic group in Bangladesh. They are known as bedey to local people. The
gypsies have their own lifestyle and culture. They live in groups and do not own any land. Therefore, they
live a nomadic life travelling from one place to another. In winter, many water bodies dry up. At that time
they return to the mainland and live in make-shift tarpaulin tents on open river banks. You can see their men
relaxing in the tents. Toddlers play with dogs or other pets in the dust. Women often idle away time by hair
doing, picking off lice in twos or threes sitting in a row. Throughout the monsoon, they remain busy with
fishing. They also dive for natural pearls in waters. Sometimes, they camp for a couple of weeks. Men catch
snakes and entertain people with snake charming and sell herbal cures. Women go from door to door to sell
bangles, cosmetics and other things. They also try to heal pains of old people often by sucking out blood
from their body. Many villagers believe in the magical power of the gypsies. They can make an evil spirit
leave someone’s body by magic or special Powers.

1. Choose the correct answer to each question from the alternatives given and write the corresponding
number of the answers in your answer script. IX7=7
a) The word ‘gypsy’ in the text means----

(i) travelling people

(if) roaming people

(iii) one of the vagabond race

(iv) all of the above
b) River gypsies return to the mainland in------

(i) summer

(ii) winter

(iii) spring

(iv) monsoon
c) They have no —

(i) housing

(i) voting rights

(iii) schools

(iv) all the above
d) The children of gypsies play with in the dust.

(1) village people

(ii) pet animals

(iii) their parents

(iv) their mother
e) The phrase ‘water bodies’ in the text means —.

(i) reservoirs of water

(it) figures made up of water

(iii) fountains

(iv) species depending on water
f) The phrase make-shift’ in the text means —

(i) a stylish way of making houses

(i1) temporary and of low quality

(iii) very high quality

(iv) the houses of bedeys
g) What does the phrase ‘evil spirit’ mean in the text?

(i) the true vigour of a person

(i1) A person with a bad spirit

(iii) a heavenly figure without any power

(iv) ademon




2. Answer the following questions from your reading of the above text. 2x4 =8
a) Who are river gypsies?
b) What do they do in winter?
c) Where are gypsies’ children born and brought up?
d) How do they drive away the evil spirit?
3. Read the following text and fill in the gaps with appropriate words to make it a meaningful one: Ix5=5
Good food means the right kind of food for good health," says Ms Rehana. “It is nutritious. It must contain
natural (a) that our body needs to grow properly (b) stay healthy. But remember, you must not
(c) too much though the food is good. (d) too much is bad for health. You (e) to eat
only a certain amount of food that your body needs.
Part-B : Unseen Part

Read the following text and answer questions 4 and 5.

Nelson Mandela was born on July 18, 1918 in South Africa. He has two nick names : Madiba and
Black Pimpernel. From his boyhood, he saw the cruelty of the white to the black. At that time, the white
people bait the black people. It was unbearable for little Mandela. Becoming actively involved in the
antiapartheid movement in his 20s, Mandela joined the African National Congress in 1942. For 20 years, he
directed a peaceful and non-violent defiance against the South African Government. For this, he was in the
jail on Robben Island for 18 years. In 1993, Mandela and F.W de Klerk were jointly awarded the Nobel
peace prize. In 1994, Mandela was elected the South Africa’s first black President. In 2009, Mandela’s
birthday, July 18, was declared ‘Mandela Day’ by the UN. Mandela died at his home in Johannesburg at the
age of 95.
4. Complete the table below. Write no more than three words and/or numbers for each answer : 1x5=5

Event Where/What Year/Age

Mandela took part in [6) T in his 20s.

(i) coeenn.. in 1918.

Mandela joined the African National | (iii) .........
Congress

He was imprisoned (Av) eeenennn.

Mandela died Johannesburg (V) e

5. Read the passage again and write whether the statements are true or false. Give the correct answer
if the statement is false : 1x5=5
(@) Mandela experienced the cruelty of the black to the white.

(b) He was a silent activist in the antiapartheid movement.

(c) Mandela joined the African National Congress at the age of 34.
(d) None but Mandela was awarded Nobel Peace prize in 1993.

(e) ‘Mandela day’ is observed on 18 July.

6. Read the text below and fill in the gaps using the clues given in the boxes. There are more words

than necessary. One word can be used once only : 0.5x10=5
happen upload e-mail distance useful user
real world online through social IS
People use Internet for personal and (a) communication. They can send e-mail and (b)
on the Internet. E-mail is a (c) communication system and goes from one (d) to
another. On the other hand, (e) chat can happen between two people (f) in groups.
The Internet is very (g) for students too. Students download and (h) useful materials

when necessary. Students now (i) attend real classes from a distance (j) the Internet.



7. Read the text below and fill in the gaps using suitable words to make it a meaningful text : 1x5=5

Bangladesh is one of the most densely (a) countries is South Asia. Her total (b) is
smaller in comparison to many (c) but she has really a large (d) . She lost three million
people in (e) War of Liberation in 1971.
8.  Match the part of sentences from Columns A and B to make five complete sentences. Column B
has one more option than required : 1x5=5
Column A Column B
(a) Everyone has to (i) help you learn these values.
(b) Games and sports can (i) rise early in the morning.
(c) Sports can also (iii) know the value of hard work, commitment and
determination in achieving success.
(d) You too can (iv) realise the need of these qualities to make their
dreams true.
(e) All successful athletes and players could (v) teach you so much about yourself and the world
around you.

(vi) modify your personality and habits positively
by sports.

Part-C : Grammar Part

9.  Fill in the gaps used in the following text by adding suffix, prefix or both with the root words
underlined in the text. 0.5%10=5
Mr. Ferdous is our English (a) teach. He comes of a (b) respect family. His (c) polite is known to all. He
manages the class very (d) nice. He never feels (e) happy to solve our problem. He can sacrifice his own
(f) happy for us. He gives much (g) important on our (h) educate. He teaches us to hate (i) honest. He
advises us not to do anything (j) wise.

10. Fill in the gaps of the following text with appropriate articles. Put a cross (x) for zero article.  0.5x10=5

Punctuality is a great value to (a) students. (b) unpunctual boy who is late in (c)
class will miss (d) part of his lesson and fall () behind other students. But
U] punctual student will learn his lesson in (g) time and do well in (h)
examination. Punctuality is (i) key to success in life. We all should be (j) punctual in
our activities.
11. Change the following sentences as directed in the brackets: 1x5=5

(a) Shaheen is a regular student. (make it a Negative sentence)

(b) He is a very hard-working boy. (make it an Interrogative sentence)

(c) He never comes to the class late. (make it an Affirmative sentence)

(d) He makes good results in all exams. (make it an Interrogative sentence)
(e) For this, teachers love him very much. (make it a Passive sentence)

12. Rewrite the following passage changing the form of speech:- 5
My friend said to me, "Why did you not attend my birthday party?” "I was in Dhaka at that time," said
I. "I missed you so much," said he. "Take this gift, please," said I. "How nice it is!" said he.

13. Use Capital letters and Punctuation marks as needed in the following passage:- 0.5x10=5
the population of bangladesh is rapidly increasing with the growth of population people need more things
they need more food clothes etc but a developing country like bangladesh cannot supply the people with
these needs



Part-D : Writing Part
14. Suppose you are Mithun. You have a friend, Riaz. Now, write a dialogue between you and your
friends about the removal of illiteracy. 10

15. Suppose, you are Nabil, Now, write a letter to your friend, Zishan telling him how to improve in
English. 10

16. Write a paragraph of 150 words on ""A Winter Morning". Your writing should address the
following questions:- 10
(a) How is winter morning?

(b) How are the things around?

(c) How do people feel in a winter morning?

(d) What special foods do people eat?

(e) What happens to the poor people?
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